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Abstract 

Migration has played a pivotal role in shaping the demographic and socio-economic landscape of 
Tripura, particularly in its capital city, Agartala. Over the past two decades, Agartala has witnessed 
rapid urbanization driven primarily by rural-to-urban migration. This paper explores the key 
factors contributing to this migration trend, including employment opportunities, improved 
infrastructure, educational and healthcare facilities, and the influence of modern urban lifestyles. 
The expansion of service and informal sectors, establishment of government and private 
institutions, and enhancement in communication and transport networks have collectively 
transformed Agartala into an economic hub attracting rural populations. Statistical data indicate 
that Agartal
annually between 3% and 5%. The migration is predominantly motivated by education and 
employment, with a growing participation of women in recent years. However, this demographic 
shift raises critical questions about the socio-economic balance between rural and urban areas, as 
wealth and resources increasingly concentrate in the capital. The study concludes that sustainable 
regional development policies focusing on strengthening rural education, healthcare, and 
employment are essential to manage future migration patterns and ensure equitable growth 
across Tripura. 
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Introduction 

city Agartala. Historically, urban growth in Agartala has been influenced by factors such political 
instability, lack of infrastructure and employment opportunities in the rural areas of the state. The 
last 20 years have seen a sharp increase in rural-to-urban migration due to enhanced connectivity, 
government initiatives, and the natural pull of urban areas for better opportunities. 

 
Key Factors leading to Migration from Rural to Urban Agartala 

Urban Agartala has seen dramatic boom in its demography in last two decade, it has become a hub for job 
opportunities, particularly in the service and informal sectors. The city's expanding economy attracts 
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individuals seeking stable income and better employment conditions. The creation of government offices, 
private enterprises, and industries has further fueled this migration. The improvement in communication 
has act as a catalyst to this as movement of people for different purpose has also increased. It has become 
a common trend for people to move in and out of the cities almost on a daily basis, government and private 
employees posted outside Agartala can be seen attending their daily office using private, public and rail 
services. To cater to the daily need of the urban population of Agartala, even daily laborers and vegetable 
vendors from far flung areas are found be flocking to Agartala for their daily activities as it provide better 
income opportunities.                                                                                                                                                   

The availability of quality educational institutions and vocational training centers in Agartala has attracted 
families from rural areas. Most of the quality school educational institutes like Don Bosco, Holy Cross, 

s School, Sri Krishna Mission to name a few are located in and 
around the capital city Agartala. Even Colleges and Universities can be easily commuted on a daily basis, 
making it obvious for the capable parents to seek admission in those institutes, thereby compelling them to 
shift to Agartala. Apart from education, the city also is a hub for skill development for both organized and 
unorganized sectors. Aspiring students and young professionals apart from unskilled ones often migrate to 
access better learning opportunities and gain skills that increase their employability. 

Urban Agartala offers superior healthcare infrastructure compared to rural areas. The presence of Gobind 
Ballabh Panth Hospitals more popularly known as GB hospital, Indra Gandhi Memorial (IGM) Hospial, 
ILS Hospital apart from numerous nursing homes and private clinic in the capital city. Most of emergency 
cases, major and minor surgeries are performed in the healthcare centres in Agartala. According to the data 
provided by Ashoka University in one of its research, Tripura ranks 2nd (second) highest in household 
expenditure towards healthcare in the entire country. As people slowly adapts modern lifestyle, the need 
for more attention towards healthcare soars, attracting people to relocate to Agartala.  

There has always been a noticeable gap between rural and urban infrastructure in the state. Agartala being 
the capital city of the state has better roads, transportation, water supply, and electricity which impact the 
standard of living. The influence of modern lifestyles, enhanced by media and exposure to urban culture, 
has also contributed to migration. With the growing disposable income, people aspire to access 
entertainment, advanced technology, and a broader range of consumer goods available in urban Agartala to 
catch up with the latest trend. 
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Statistical of Population Growth in Agartala 

 

Data source: world population review 

According to census data, the population of Agartala has grown significantly from approximately 
2,64,057 in 2000 to over 6,52,485 as of 2024. The population of Agartala has rallied my more than 
240% during this time period which are largely attributed to rural-to-urban migration. The rural 
population in Tripura has seen a decline in growth rate as families migrate to urban centers. Data 
from the Directorate of Census Operations in Tripura highlights that the rural-to-urban migration 
rate has grown annually by 3% to 5% over the last two decades, though migration is predominantly 
led by young adults aged 18 to 35, who mostly migrate for the purpose of education and 
employment with a slight gender skew favoring males in earlier years. However, recent trends 
show increased migration among women too for the same reason. 

The Future of Migration in Agartala 

The trend of rural-to-urban migration in Agartala is expected to continue as the city evolves. 
However, balanced development strategies that uplift rural areas while enhancing urban 
infrastructure can create a more sustainable migration model. Investments in rural industries, 
education, and healthcare can reduce the push factors driving migration. The migration patterns 
from rural to urban Agartala over the last 20 years reflect profound socio-economic changes. While 
this migration has contributed to Agartala's growth, it also presents challenges requiring 
coordinated efforts from policymakers, urban planners, and the community. 

Conclusion 

What remain to be seen is the socio-economic impact of the ongoing migration pattern on the rural 
villages in the state as most of the migration is undertaken for the purpose of education and 
employment. There is a considerable flow of wealth from rural to urban areas which otherwise 
would have created a balanced economic distribution among both urban and rural dwellers. 
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Interestingly the data since last few years reveal decline trend in percentage of migration for the 
reason yet to be known. In the year 2020 the increase in population into Agartala was 3.48% in 
comparison to the year 2019, in 2021 it is 3.36% and 2022 3.09% 2023 it is 2.84% respectively. 
Lastly the government should look for ways to accommodate the rising population in Agartala 
while keeping equal attention towards social-economic aspect in the rural areas of the state. 
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